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Northwestern Salamander
Ambystoma gracile

« early embryo color
smoky gray or brown

« early embryos
capsules lack algae

* = round mass

« orange- to grapefruit-sized

« firm jelly; lasts 7-10 months

« capsules indistinct

* brace present; usually stick

* in water 5-6°C (41-43°F) ©Klaus Richter 1998

Regional Amphibian Guides

Corkran & Thoms. 2006.
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2005.Amphibians of the PNW.
Seattle Audubon Society.

« recently laid egg masses
not scalloped
* jelly very clear




Northwestern Salamander
Ambystoma gracile

« algae in late development
capsules: has green look

* embryos darken during
development

* masses often submerged

* egg masses w/ all embryos
‘ R - 3 i : hatched have green
o 1‘9;’4 : X - ( capsules in a clear jelly
; : e matrix

« + round; firm jelly; orange- ¢ ) g « old egg mass jelly often’

to grapefruit-sized : : e W S N accumulate dirt and
« brace present; capsules LB % ot B debris on the surface

indistinct at a distance 1008

Egg Mass: N thern REd-|egged FrOg ©Klaus Richter 1998
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prominent: ; _ = ] - ' __ ~ /7 masses can
grape cluster | 4 ? % S Wy S : A% [, 2 e be hard to
appearance N N \ ! & -Ed < s seen even

» soft jelly: e e A I N 5 Y- - when
breaks down . 51 & % : : viewed at
Eaz'r%(gi?r']‘ily' . } e . s : S relatively

« laid on brace; —— X 3 3 5 - o short
often upright : ~3 \ R : : .| distances

Vegetation 2 © Klaus Richter 1998

* moderate egg numbers: several hundred to just ovek,000

« contains relatively large eggs: usually aboug inch in diameter

« often submerged, laying begins at 6°C (43°F) watéemperatures




Northern Red-legged Frog
Rana aurora
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Northwestern Slamander
Ambystoma gracile

Long-toed Salamander
Ambystoma macrodactylum

» sometimes single eggs or small
groups of eggs are laid close to
one another

» small packets:
< 2 inches long

« few eggs: 1-25

* soft jelly; breaks
down in 2 months

« attached to brace;
often soft vegetation

* laid in cool water:
laying begins at
water temperatures

@Klaus Richter 1998 of 5-6°C (41-43°F)

* eggs moderate sized: betweé, s and Y/ inch in diameter

* eggs distinctly bicolored (brown above; white belowyvhen young

« developing embryos lose bicoloration becoming lighirown

Pacific Treefrog _
Pseudacris (=Hyla) regilla %

» small packets:
< 2.5 inches long

- few eggs: 10-80

* soft jelly; breaks
down in 2 months

« attached to brace;
often soft vegetation

* laid in cool water:
laying begins at
water temperatures
of 6-8°C (43-46°F) ©Klaus Richter 1998 '

* eggs tiny:< Y/,5inch in diameter
« eggs indistinctly bicolored (gray above; dingy yelle below)
« developing embryos lose bicoloration becoming lighirown
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EggSZ
« dark above

° med'um'
sized; Y4
to ¥/ginch

Long-toed
Salamander
Ambystoma
macrodactylum

* long, narrow strings;
roughly pencil width

* soft jelly; breaks down
quickly: ~1 month

« jelly catches debris

* unattached

« shallow water;
< 8 inches deeg

« relatively warm
~15°C (59 F)

* many eggs: a
few thousand
to over 20,000

*S3¥N 11N~

Pacific
Treefrog
Pseudacris
(formerly Hyla)

Western Toad
Bufo boreas



American Bullfrog
Lithobates catesbelanus

Egg mass:
«thin soft jelly
* laid in floating sheet
« drapes Vegetation with ag -
* large: govers 1+ square meters
. often sticks to upright vegetatlon
. many eggs: 8,000:to 120, OOO per mass
] capsules around eggs not dlstlngwshable
« tiny eggs: less than 1 millinteter in diameter = ;
+ laid-atavarm water temperatures: 220°C = 682F e
« in Pacific Northwest, egg Jayinq typically b.e‘b_i,ns?h June
... * breaks down rapidly: within a few weeks

© Klgus Richter 1998

American Bullfrog
L|thobates catesbeianus

Egg mass:
* may be entangled at the
surface among vegetation
* may settle on underlying
vegetation

American Bullfrog
Lithobates catesbel anus

e + round

* softball-sized

» embryonic
capsules
prominent:
grape cluster
appearance

* moderately
soft jelly;
breaks down
~2 months

* no brace

* masses often in
groups

Oregon Spotted Frog
Rana pl’e'[l 0sa . |ay|ng begins
at 8°C (46°F)
* moderate egg numbers: several hundred to over 1,00
« moderately large eggs: just undef/g inch in diameter
* masses usually laid in shallow water (< 6 inches elg)
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