Foafime 32, Fssne |

‘If-'lf."ﬂ‘.'!';’.'Ii‘I':'ﬁh‘.'.'lt'I*.‘hiH;"If.‘If.H'.H’.'f."d‘.‘Ilt'.H’-‘II'-’.h‘.’.‘I:’.h‘i‘l‘:E‘E.Elllﬁtilﬁllﬁ’it‘ﬁ‘ﬁtﬁtttﬁ%

WILLAPA WHISTLER

A Publication of the Willapa Hilly Audubon Seciety g
|4 444 EE"H;E (42410444 'h‘-’-'!'-'.'ﬂ';'.'ltﬁ"iE‘E‘Eﬁtﬁ'ﬂtﬂlﬁfﬁﬁtﬁlﬁlﬂiﬁﬁi L4 4
http:/fwww owillapahillsaudubon.org

Sty February 2006

Great Backyard led C mmt 2006
l'n:-hruau ¥ lT 0™
hittpe/www. birdsource. org/ghbe/

Adapted by Amn Musche from a Nalional Andubarn
news release

Here 15 a cooni for which vou don'’t have to leave vour
home! On the wockend of February 17-205, vou can
Join people across Morth Amenca to look at birds in
your backyard and rcport them over the Intemet. IF
you don't 'do’ computers, watch and count the birds,
note the numbcrs with paper and pencil, and then have
& Imiend, neighbor, or local ibraran cnicr the data for
wvou. Ui betier vet, Izt a fnend or hibrarien get vou
staried, then cnoourase vou 45 vou SHEE VOUT own
data.

Thas 15 the nimnth vear of the Great Backvard Bird
Count, developed and managed by the National
Avdubon Society and the Comncll Lab of Omithology
with sponsorship from Wild Birds Unlimited store
owners. This count 15 one of the world's laroest
volunteer efforts of its kind.  This count allows people
to celebrate their birds, and whether couniers are
nowices or experts, ther paricipation 1s vigal in helping
Maorth Amenca's birds.

Crreat Backyard Bird Count 2003 was a great success
thanks to folks like vou! In February, 2005, over
50,000 checklists were submitied from: across the
country, over 6 species were scen, and more than 6
million individual birds were counted. Thank vou to
evervone who participated! Al the website, whose
address is above, voo can view the resulis of last vear's
copnt.

Ecmember that vou don't HAVE to leave vour home,
but you can if vou want to.  ‘Wherever vou go - a park,
a refuee, a school vard, ctc. - can be considered as vour
vard' for this count. Moic the highest number vou sce
of each species, and submal that, using the website
address above.  (Contirned on page 5)

WHAS Celebrates 30 Years
By Charlotte Persons

Fitnghy, the WHAS 30" Anniversary celebration in
Skamokawn on December 3, 2005, bogan wath bard-
watchmg, People went for natnre walks u_n;umd the
Skamakowa Paddle Center and in the Julia Butler
Hanson Refuge for the Columbian Whitc-taled Deer,
The group led by Andrew Emlen found black-
shonldered kites, but the others had to setile for
“normal birds™ like red-tails and song sparrows,

When all 21 re-gathered about 100 pm_ i the
Paddle Cenicr meeting room, Darrel Whipple was
myvited o give an imprompiu history of how WHAS
began back in 1974 and was officially recognized in
1975, He mentwoned the names of some of the
founding members: Richard and Judy Davis, Harold
and Ruth Deery, Phil and Shirley Lutz, and Darrel
and Judy Whipple. They weee initially helped to
organize a chapler al a meeting with the indefatigable
Helen Wolle, famous for organizing Asdubon
chapters all over the Northwest. “‘Charler’ members
from 1975 who were present were Ruth Deery,
Crerald Henry, Mary Ellen Covert, and Darrel
Whipple. Other long-time members who atiended
wire James and Denise Caldwell, Ann Musche, Alan
Richards, and Al Clark,

After Darrel’s introduction we cnjoyved a truly
sumpuous pot lnck lunch. Sunrise Fletcher and
Andrew Emlen entertamed us with Iively vocals,
accompanicd on guitar, of their “bird songs.™ Many
enjoyed singing along with the choruses. Steve
Puddicombe gave a poetry reading,  Artisi Charles
Kingsland, who recently moved to this arca from
Kentucky, displaved several of his bird paintings,
Also on display were prints by Audrey Peterson of
Skamokawa, Thanks to Sicve’s arangements, this
aftcmoon of fellowship was a fine way (o celcbraic
thirty vears of joming together with other enthusiasts
to enjov birds and protect their habital here in the
Willapa Hills region, “where the river meets the sea”,
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Flease Join Us!

Support Willapa Hills Andubon Society by paving annual
dues dircotly to this chapter. People who jomn National
Audubon Sccicty aptomatically become members of
WHAS, however, National Audubon Sociciy shares onby
a very small amount of the total ducs moncy with
WHAS—currently fess than 3206 So, consider joiming
the WHAS chapter o help provide programs, ficld trips,
bird counts and education prajects here in our four-county
FEEIN.

Chapter Membership
520 for annual membership ducs.
%15 for full ome students. Make check pavable o

Willapa Hills Andnbon Society.

Nutional Audubon Membership
____ 520 for onc vear introductory membership in the
Mational Audubon Society with Willapa Hills Apdubon
Society alTiliation. Adake check pavable fo National
Audhibon Society
Combination

___ Yes, vou can do both options above, if von like.
Please write a check for each (328 10 Nationa! Audwbor
Saciety cond 320 to WHAS ).

Willapa Whistler Only
..... 85 for six isswes (ome vear). No membership is

inciuded with this ation. Make check pavahie to WHAS,

For any of the aptions above, clip this form and mail it
with voner check ta:

Willapa Hills Andubon Society
PO, Box 3549
Longview, WA 08632

MName

Address

City, State, Zip___

Telephone

Emaal

____Pleasc contact me about volunicer opportunitecs
___Please add me to vour Discoassion email list

__ New Yi4
___Renewal TXCH

For more information about WHAS, Yoo may call

Wavne Nelson al 503-5356-9379 or Betty Mayfield at

S3-550-0841,
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WHAS OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE
CHAIRPERSONS

OFFICERS

Co-President: Betty Mayvilehl
503-556-6841 bmayfeld @opaanet com
Co-President: Steve Poddicombe
I50-455-2205  pudfelladwillapabay crg
Immsedkate Fast Predident: Wayne Nelson
303-336-9379 pusdog] (@men. oo
Secretary Charlotte Persons
IG0-5TR-3M9  cpersons@yahoo.com
Treasurer: John Green
I60-5753-9238  jareen23 | Ti@aol com
Mrector af Large: Dick Wilsen
3608756172 befarmsidwillapabay.org
Director af Large:. Shirley Bartholonew
S3-5356-0978  hankbi@opusned com

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONMNS

Programis: Margarel Green
360-373-9238  jareen23 | Ti@aol.com
Education: Vacamt
Publishing/Newaletier: Alan and Diane Clark
360-705-3005  alan e clarki@hotmail. com
PO Best 102, Cathlamed, WA 98512
Flell ’E‘r' Co-chalrss
Anne Musche
IG0-4R4-71 1% num@wﬂ]apahaymg
Pamela Wright
IB0-360-3772  audubonsdey gops.com
Conservatbon: Steve Puddicombae
Publicity: Marsha Woods
A60-dBd-3Td nﬂwgma;ﬁ'rmllapﬁhauﬂrg
Fh:mnll-]lluq' Ileu}' Mayficld
503-356-684 | bmaylield@opusnet com
Bird Counts: Alan Richards
I60-484-T119  memvE@willapabay org
Willapa Bay Issues: Miranda Wecker
I60-4R4-7128  mwecker@mwillapabay org
Wildlife Stghtings: Andrew Emlen
Jo0-TO5-HEF  acesspaipaciliercom
Memborshlp: Gloria Nichols

360-636-3793  johnglosizromen@enrthlink net

B Cammer) of Crepan fepd. Fieh o Pl
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JOIN US FOR THESE OUTSTANDING PROGRAMS

Return of Ancient Wings
Wednesday, Janpary 18, 2006, 7:00 PM
Cowlitz PUD Auditoriam, %61 12th Avenuoe,
Longview

Condaors were part of the fma scen by Lewis and
Clark, 200 vears ago, but have since left our skies.
Shawn 54, Michagl, Condor Curator with the Portlasd
Zoo, will tell of the offorts o bring this species back
from the brink of cxtinction. 5S¢ Michacl has becn at
the Poriland Zoo for over 20 vears, and has worked
with a multitude of animals, from clephants to fish. He
has a special love of birds and a particular enthusiasm
for this project.

Proposed Mine Near Mt St. Helens
Monday, February 6, 2006, 7:00 PM
Lower Columbia College Student Center
There will be a presentation on the mine proposcd for

the Green Mountain ares on the edge of the National
Monument. Rvan Hunter, (ufford Pinchot Task Foree,
will be present, and possibly Matt Ruossell, Vice
President of Operations, ldaho Gencral Mines, Inc.

Dragonflies - the Jewels of our Wetlands
Satwrday, February 25, 2006, Reception 2:30,
Program J:00
Lower Columbia College Student Center (STC),
160 Maple St., Lomgview, WA
For & map see http:ileectecdu/maps/

We will kost Dennis Paulson, Director Ementus of the
Slater Muscum of Matural History at the University of
Puget Sound. Dr. Paulson is suthor of many books
mcluding “Dragonflics of Washington™, “The
Shorchirds of the Pacific Norhwest™ and his newly
published “Shorehirds of Norh America, The
Fhotographic Guide.” He s responsible, mdividually
and with others, for multitndes of technical papers,
publications, and arficles on the subject of dragonflics.
His photography is puistanding, This will be a
wonderful and rare opportunity to hear from onc of the
world's most revercd omithologists and dragonfhy
specialists, and to sco the view through the eves of an
expert naturalist. Pautson will share his great
knowledge of the tiny creatures we often overlook and
offer us a glimpse of their seerets and wonders.

A Visit to Bhutan, a Buddhist Kingdom in the
Himalayas
Thursday, March 16, 2006, 700 PM
Cowlitz PUD Anditorium, 961 12th Avenuoe,
Longyicw

By chosce this country iz preserving their natural
heritase, a rich one indeed. The easiern Himalayas
boast extraordinany biodiversity, both plants and birds.
Maturalists Andy and Ellen Stepnieywski visiied this
kingdom, the sizc of Switzerland, in April 205, They
will share their cxpericnces of the culture and natural
history of this country, wiich hosts more than 800
specics of birds. We will expand our horizons with the

Stepnicwskis!

George Divaky's Arctic Research
Thursday, April 13, 2006, 7:08 PM, venue to be

announced

Creoree Dhvoloy wall retum! Thes world- renowned
arctic scientist will come back 1o Longview 1w provide
an update of his research on Cooper [sland. This is
sure to be a wonderfullv entertaining and informatrve
presentation.

Eugene KozlofT
May — date, time, and place to be anoounced

Dr, Enpene Kozlkoff, professor emeritus and wildlhife
author will be grving lectures on a vanety of subjects.
This will be an opportunity to hear Dr. Kozlofl speak

i many arcas of expertise,

don't forget
LOBBY DAY
January 26, 2006
meet fellow conservationists
and your legislators

more info  360-465-2205
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Field Trip Schedule

Winter Birds at Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge and Vancouver Lake
Sunday January 22, 2006

Juoin Alan Richords and Andrew Emlen to explore wirter avian hotspots of Clark County. Suited to beginning and
expert birders alike. Alanand Andrew are both experienced guides who have been watching and studying the
birds of Washington for many years and will help participants learn to identify birds by sight and sound.
Ridgefield WWR requires visitors to stay within vehicles during the winter months except ot designated
locations, thus vehicles serve as blinds that allow for up-close ond personal observstion of birds. The trip will
include some slow, quiet walking in potentially muddy, wet conditions; dress appropriatelyl Corpools will leave
from Kelso at 7:30 am and return ot approximately 4 pm. Flease contact Alan Richards (360-484-7119), Andrew
Emlen (360-795-8009) or Pam Wright (360-560-3772) to register for this trip. Space is limited to 16 people.

Elk Meadows Wildlife Area, Jewell, Oregon
Families with children are welcomel
February 11, 2006, Saturday
If you are looking for a close encounter of the elk kind, this trip will be just right for you. Every morning during
midwinter, staff at this elk reserve near Jewell feed hay to a herd of hungry elk. We will ride on the hay wogon
with wildlife managers for a close look at the elk herd. We will also have a chance to learn more about the elk
and (for these who want to) o chance to help feed them. Becouse we and the stoff and wagor will go out to feed
the elk no matter what the weather, you are encouraged to dress very warmly. The group will leave Longview at
7:15 a.m. and be done by noon., This trip was planned with children and fomilies in mind. For details about the
meeting place, corpooling, and to sign up, coll Ann at 360484 7119 or Pam of 3605603772

Ellsworth Creek Preserve

March 12, 2006, Sunday
Would you like an early spring walk in the Willapa Hills? Have you longed to see the wonderful Ellsworth Creek
watershed on the edge of the bay? Here is o chance to visit this area with Tom Kollasch, Ellsworth Forest
Manager for The Mature Conservancy of Washington, who knows the ins and outs of this grond landscape.
Comprising 7000 acres, including the 5000 acre Ellsworth Creek watershed, it is the largest Mature
Conservancy land holding in Southwest Washingfon and has at its center 300 acres of very old forest. This area
has the highest amphibian gpecies diversity in the state. They've found six millipede species new to sciencel
Marbled murrelets nest here and chum ord coho salmon abound. This trip will include some walking, mosthy on
gravel roads but some on steep uneven paths. Please call Ann Musche ot 360.484. 7119 or Pam Wright ot
3605603772 to sign up for the trip.

Also coming are a shorebird identification dass and field trip in April and o Seoquest to Mount S5t, Helens
birding hike on May 13,

About WHAS Fieldtrips
Field trips are free.
Field trips are open to anyone interested in birding, wildlife and conservation. Bring your friends - they don't
have to be Audubon members to participate.
Dress for the weather - warm clothing in layers, rain gear or sun protection and water proof footwear are
advisable, Avgid wearing white.
Bring birding gear if you have it - binoculars, scope, field guides, 2-way rodios.
Bring lunch, drinks and snocks for trips scheduled beyond midday.
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Willapa Hills Audubon Society
Official Ballot. January 2006

Proposed Change in the WHAS Bylaws

None thaat we have co-presidents instead of a president and vice-president, a flaw in the
existing byvlaws has become apparent. The Board of Diirectors feels a change i the byvlaws is
necessary fo expedite the paving of ills. The proposed change s as follows (proposed
additions 1o the existimg bvlaws are shown i underimed caprial letters):

All checks and drafts of the Society may be signed by the Treasurer, the President/S or
Vice President OR ONE ADDITIONAL BOARD-DESIGNATED BOARD MEMBER.
THIS DESIGNATION SHALL BE REVISED AT LEAST ANNUALLY. Two
signatures shall be required unless exception to this rule is authorized by the board of
directors.

Please indicate vour vote below by checking the appropriaie box.

_ Yes, | approve this change in the WHAS bylaws

__ No, | do not approve this change in the WHAS bylaws

Signature Yoner bullof mavist be signed for the membership
chair to verify membership. Unsigred ballots are invalid and will not be counted.

Ballot instructtons: Mark vour choice and sign on the signature line, Cut the hallot ar the
page fold to free it from the adommmge pages. Fold vour ballot in thirds, exposing the mailer

panel on the back. Seal with staple or tape. Fill in vour name and retirn address. Affix 37-
cent stamp. Mail.

Ballots are due in WHASN s matl box by Fraday, February 10, 2006
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Member's name and address. Affix stamp
here
BALLOT BOX
Willapa Hills Audubon Society
P.O. Box 399

Longview, WA 98632
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President’s Message
By Steve Prddicombe

BIRDS OF A FEATHER......

It has been several weeks since Willapa Hills members
cclebrated the 3ith anniversary of our founding. A full
account of that gathening exists clsewhere in these
pages, but the cvent has nested on my mind and
hatched out s reflections of the genesis of this
particular outhit, and of voluntcernism m general. And it
i5 [itting now to bricfly contemplate the future of our
chapier even as we honor the past

There 15 something about celebrating the past which
renews our cnthosiasm for the possibilitics of
tomorrow.  Part of the lore of our chapter 15 that Hazcl
Wolf, long time Washington socal activist,
conscrvationist and colebrated arm-twister, had a
central role in oor fonnding: Recognizing an micrest in
this arca she rode the bus to Longview (she had no
car), met with Bath Deery, Shirley Lutz and Darrel
Whipple, and helped to form Willapa Hills, onginalky
a5 & sptellite of Scattle Audubon.

A formy thing about volunteer groups 15 the anemia
which constanthy requires infusions of now people and

fresh energy. A cvele, much like sleeping and waking,

takes hold as the creative flux waxes and wanes, 1t can
scem chaotic, vet it's been my expencnce that folks
tend to slip in where needed, hke the Aedging of a
voung bird, All that’s necded is the urge 1o grow,

Metaphors aside, the urge 15 there. The board’s main
goal this vear is to “expand and retam active
membership.” The idea 15 to bring forward new
people as others recede, with the notion that cvervone
takes their turn af the helm. In subscquent 1ssues of the
Whistler we'll showcasc various voluntesr
opporunitics for vou to choose from and yvou might
even get a phone call one of these wintry evenings, or a
gentle squeeze at a program or ficld trip. [t isn’t such a
great leap to become an active volunteer, and never
fear—we arc not desperate and our mectings are
conducied m an “ggo-froe mone.” Mosth we want o
go outside and watch birds,

When a small group of people came together 30 vears
aeo o form Willapa Hills they really attended the birth
of a living organism which has been sustamed and
nurtured by them and others until today, Mow 1t7s our
turm o reinvigorate it and wree it a little farther on,

Page 7
Wildlife Sightings
By Ardrew Fmlen

Margaret Green sent this message Nov 14:

| had an exciting day lookmg out the back wandow, A
sham-shinned hawk was poised at the edge of our pond
surveyving the surroundimngs. He then waded in and
began splashing around. He was making so much
commotion, | thought he may have canght his foot in
the net we have placed over the top, When [ opened
the door 1o investigate and possibly attempt a rescue,
he hifted his wings, few into the rhodies and then
bevond sight. [ was dismayed | had disturbed him
However, nof two mumutes later he retumed 1o the
cdpe, and again hopped in. He spent about ten minutes
splashing and preening, Upon completing his bathing
mitual, he flow to a nearby perch. This may solve the
mystery of the scarcity of birds in the Green back vard
these davs, Within the last wock the Bufflchead have
retnmed to Lake Sacajawea

George Exum spotied the rarity of the vear for our area
on Puget lsland when an Ovenbird appeared Moy 29
[t remams as of this wrting {Dec 14) and has been
photographed by several birders. This 15 the ninth
documented sighting of an Ovenbird in the state, and
the first winter record. Normally Chvenbirds breed in
castern Morth Amenca and winter in Florida, the Gulf
coast of Mexico and points south.

David Miller's tnip to the | B Hansen Refuge Mov 16
viclded many specics, the most surprising of which
was 1 lone Snow Goose. Other species seen were a 4-
point white-tatled buck and 6 does, Homed and Pied-
billed Grebes, Great Blug Heron, Red-winged
Blackbird, M. Hamer & Am. Kestrel, Addiisonal
spccics at Willow Grove mcluded C. Merganser,
Doublc-crested Cormorant, Great Egret, Tundra Swan,
Black-capped Chickadee, Steller's Jay, W, Scmb Jav,
M. Pintail, Ring-necked Duck, & Mallard,

Grav's Bay has been tecming with birds over the last
wiecks. The bulk of the thousands of waterfow! on the
bav are Greater Scaup, Northern Pintail, Mallard, &
Amencan Wigeon, but the crowds also melede Whitc-
winged & Sorf Scoters, Ruddy Ducks and dozens of
Tundra Swans. Two Long-tailed Ducks were a
surpnse. [It's also a good vear for grebes, with Westemn,
Red-necked, Horned and cven Eared Grebe being scen
on the bay. A paddie around the bay Dec 9 twrned up
many winierng shorehirds as well, incloding

[ (H+-Dumlin, 40+ Black-bellicd Plover, 14 Greater
Yellowlegs and 14 Sanderling.



Valume 32 fssue |

Make Rainier the next Tree City USA in
Oreson
By Shirley Bartholomew

As ong of Willapa Hills Avdubon Socicty's directors-
at-large, | have choscn as my project to make Rainier,
Oregon, a Tree City USA (TCUSA) | ask vour support
m facilitating the steps outlined below o realize that
goal.

The TCUSA program 15 sponsored by the National
Arbor Day Foundation (MADF), headquartered in
Mebraska City, Mebraska. MADF works closely with
the Mational Association of State Forcsters and the
LI.5. Forest Service. To obtain certification as a Trec
Clity a city must mest four standards st by the
sponsors. They arc:

I. Have or cnact an ordinance that prescribes a
snitable community forestry program.

2 Designate an indivedual or body of citizens to
overses the community forestry program.

3 Show evidence that in the preceding vear the cily
applicd resources cquivalent to two dollars per capita
to its community forest program.

4. Show that the city formally recognized and
celebrated Arbor Day during the vear.

When ong thanks of a forest, they mayv cnvision a large
arca, dense with trees, possibly in a National Forest or
a tree farm. In such forests trees greatly ontnumber
people, and vou can often hear vourself breathe. [n
these forests poople are visifors. There i3 another type
of forest that we may overlook perhaps becanse we are
so close to il—the trees m our vards, along citv sirecls,
or in community parks, Thesc trecs and shrubs,
micrspersed with butldings and roads, vet home o
squirrels and birds, constitute an urban forest. People
are not visitors here; this 1s where most of us live,

In the United States, four of every five persons live
within the boundanes of 3 city or town; thus, close to
#i) percent of Americans live in urban forcsts, How
imporiant are these urban foresis? Research scienfists
have proven that trees in citics and towns provide
cxtensive cnvironmental benefits such as CO-
eochange, decreased encrey use, reduced air pollution,
and improved water quality. Increased property values,
ptiraciive busmess disiricts that draw more pers,
and higher pccupancy rates in tree-shaded office parks
refleet some of their cconomic benefiis,

Social sciontists have demonstrated that intersctions
with trees and plants in wrban settings help reduce

FPage &

stress and anxicty, mprove medical recovery and
convalescence, contmibute to greater job satisfaction
and productivity, and generally enhance the quality of
community life. Thoughtful people will recognize that
trees can make life more pleasant. Trees can provide an
environment that gives vitality and character to a
community which, in ium, can aliract and retam
residents and desirable busimesses and promote higher
property valoes. A community s trecs, whether located
along city roads and streets, i parks, or elsewhere, are
part of its community forest

The TCUSA program helps communitics of all sizes
better manage their urhan forests. The program s about
nurturing community forests and assisting the poople
responsible for them. Trees not only bring beanty, they
alzo contribute to a healthicr environment and
ceonomic well-bemng, Proper sclection of specics,
routing inspection, knowledgeable pruning and
mantenance, control of insecls and discases, and the
timeby removal of dangerous or dead limbs and frees
arc some of the ways the city can help assure public
safety and protect property from falling limbs or troes

The program helps cibies develop and mamtain &
systematic approach to community forest manpgoment,
A robust tree mventory and scheduled maintcnance are
prefcrable to costhy crisis management. In the end irees
will live longer and more respurces will be available
lor tree planting and maintenance because less will be
nceded for tree removal

Flving the TCUSA flag and displaying the TCLISA
sign ol the city’s portals 15 a symbol of good urban
forestry and of a commuenify that carcs.

Great Backyvard Bird Count (Continued
From Page 1)

Tally Sheets Are Available Mow: You can download
printable tally sheets to familiarise vourself with the
birds in vour arca, then fll them oul when the cvent

begins. Send yvour data online starting February 18,

Cher interesting and pseful mformation 15 available on
the site as well;
Trcky bird identification tips
Bird iruption (such as Snowy Owls coming
south to Washington } details
House Finch discase descniptions

JOIN THE FLOCK! DO YOUR PART IN THE
GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COLUNT|
FEBRUARY 177-20™ 2006
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Conservation Committee Volunteers
Needed

The Conseryation Committe: is in need of four or
five volunteers from throughout its ermtory to
enhance its covernge of consgrvation and other
eovirommental issecs in the arca.  Willapa Hills is
the only local voice for conservation m Clowlitz
and Wahlkiakum countics.

Anyone with an interest in monitoring land nse or
zoning, betier writing, reviewing envircmumenlal
impact statements or helpmg formulale chapter
positions on isswes relating (o conservation is
encouraged to join. There arc numerous poiential
threats (o the environment which desenve proper
oversight, such as the gas-fired clecincal
generation plants proposed for Longvicw and
Kalama, or the LNG termmals proposed for the
lower Columbia, and the group would welcome
anvonc with an interest there. State Audubon has a
small staff and 15 well connected with conscrvation
gronps around Washington, so networking support
iz available and effective.

The idea is o form and maintain a group of at least
six people, with a rotatmg chammanship. Current
Chair Steve Puddicombe would like the commities
o meet by February or March for a strategy
scsgion. [ conservation 15 a passion of yours or
vou wanl 10 help i any way, contact Sleve at 360-
465-2205 or by email at pudfellaiawillapabay org.

WHAS Board Meeting Summaries
By Charlotte Persons

The Oetober 2% meeting mcluded accepting
the resignation of Dircctor at Large Caro Abbruzzesse,
whosc family obligations forced him to give up the
position. We will miss his encrgy and cxperiise, but he
may still be able to offer a birding class. We need a
volunteer o Nill thai Dhrector of Laroe posibion,  Mow
that Andubon Washington’s web site allows folks 1o
order 5W WA Loop of the Birding Trail maps on-ling,
we can begin publicizing and distnbuting them.
Because this year we have co-presideats imstesd of a
presadent and vice president, we necd a new check-
signing procedurc—see the ballot enclosed in this
Whistler. Steve Puddicombe will be the lead for
comments from WHAS on the Liguid Matural Gas
{LMNG) terminals proposed for the lower Columbia
River. John and Margaret Green are proposing 2

FPage &
WENAS-like camp out for WHAS members—stay
tuned for more details! The last part of the mesting
was devoted to creating the annual plan. Three goals
woere adopicd for our annual plan: expanding and
retamning active membership; creating a working
Conscrvabion Commitice, and revising the WHAS
bvlaws.

The Decomiber 3 mecting was held at the
Skamakowa Paddic Center before the WHAS 30%
Anniversary Celcbration. Highlights included
checking the membership list; we need to re-contact
old members who may have aceidentally let their
membership lapse. New Ficld Trip Co-chairs Ann
Musche and Pamcla Wnight have wondertul plans for
tnips all over our arca. December’s ficld tnps are
actually the Christmas Bird Counts, for which there arc
volunteers signed up and ready to go. Stove
Puddicombe and Darmrel Whipple have been making
presentations fo community groups abont the SW WA
Birding Trail loap. Winter board meetings will be
befare programs since weather makes meetings m
Cathlamet so difficult

Ipeoming WHAS Board Meetings

*  January I8, Wed. 5:30—6:30 ai Cowlitz PLID,
Qi l Ilh.ﬂw:;., Longview. Ordercd-in przea and
planning the 2006 budget.

*  Fecbruary 25, Sat 11:30—2:00 af Regem
Chincse Restaurant, 3353 Washmgton Way,
Longvicw (Tformer Woodshed restaurant
blding . Excellent Chincse or American
lunch and Audubon Washington mitistives
presented by Lisa Remlimger and Mina Carter.

iy Usirdesy of Darrel]l Fraen, WO
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Outreach at Lewis and Clark
Celebration

Om Movember 19, Willapa Hills Audubon joined 30
other Longview community organizations in
celebrating Lews and Clark's Bicentenmial a1 Lake
Sacagawea. Charlotte Persons put together a booth on
"Wild Places Along the Trml" to highlight both Sierra
Chob's wonderful matenials on preserving Western wild
lands and Avdobon Washmngton's beauniful birding
maps for Southwest Washington. With the help of
volunteers Pam Wright, Wayne MNelson, Glona
Michols, Carlo Abbruzeesse, Ruth Deery, and Mary
Daucl, we gave away 3 boxes of Sicrra Club matcrials
and 75 Birding Trail maps. {(But we were carclul 4o
grve away paper only 1o those who would actually use
it!)

The Nelsons kent a canopy, and from Lower Columbia
College, Lows LaPicrre brought us a table, chairs, and
some specimens of birds "preserved jost like Lewas and
Clark's.” Bocause the weather was cold but sunny, over
1,300 people attended the event. The "touchable”
specimens and free literature belped attract over 300
people to talk to us face-io-face about Lewis and
Clark's work in describing birds new (o science,
conscrvation of onr remaining wild habatat, and birding
iN DUr 8rca.

Charlotie Persons, in period dress. falks with visitors to the
WHAS booth at the Lewiz and Clark Bicentennaial
Celebration in Longview. Photw By Pamela Wright
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Birding Trail Signs are Forthcoming
By Christi Normar

A guick note to let vou know that Rep. Brian Baird has
come through for Audubon - we have been awarded
51,000 to manufpcture and mstall birding trail site
identification signs on the 5W Loop. We have three
yoars o get the work done so we can coordinaie the
signs for the entire state as we work on the 5W loop
signs. Hooray for all vour good work, and for Sharma
Clark, onr grants wniter, who assisied on the funding
request

Come Bird With Us
Olympic BirdFest 2006
Sequim, Washingten, March 31 - April 2, 2006

Grab vour binoculars and jom the (lympic BirdFesi
2016 celebration at the Dunzencss River Andubon
Center, March 31 - Apnl 2, 2006,

The stage is sct...quict bays and estuarics, sandy
beaches, a five-mile-long sand spat, and a protected
igland bird sanctuary on the Strait of Juan de Feca:
wetlands, tide pools, rainforests, and losh river valleyvs,
The playvers are ready ., Marbled Mumelets,
Fhinoceros Auklets, Harlequin Ducks, Black
Ohysiercatchers, Percgnne Falcons, and Pygmy owls
will be sporting therr finest spnng plumage for this
celebration. Enjoy guided birding trips, boat and
kavak tours; a traditional salmon bake at the
Jamestown S5'Klallam Tribal Center, and more,

Come bird with us and expertence with others the
spectacular landscapes of the Olympic Peninsula

_you just meight go home with a new bird for your hife
list! Check out the offenngs by going onling or calling
for a brochure,

Scquim 15 just a ferry nde and short drive from
Seattle. . 1in two howrs vou'll be in-the rain shadow of
the Obympics. _.it"s worth the dove.

Program information and registration can be found
onling at; hitp:fwww.obvmpichirdfest.org.

To contact us by phone, call 360-68 1 4076, c-mml ns
at nvercenterdolympus.net, or wile o us at:
Dungeness River Audubon Center, PLO. Box 2450,
Scquim, WA 98382
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Mine Proposed Near Mt 5t. Helens
By Charlolie Persons

Idaho General Mines, Inc., of Spokane, Washington,
has applied for a 3,000 acre lease from the Burenu of
Land Management and the U5, Forest Servics for a
ming for copper, gold, silver, and molvbdenum. The
proposcd mine wonld be 12 miles north of Mt 5t
Helen's crater on the edec ol the MNational Monument.
It 15 on the south slope of Green Mountain, which lics
m the Green River Valley, There are a number of
concerns about developing a mine i this anca.

This natural habitat contains abundant wildlife and 15 2
prime area for fishing, honting, hiking, and birding,
bMany of our members have cnjoved the Goal
bountam Trail, the Green Raver Trial, and many other
lakes and trals in the vicinity, Enjoyment of this
beantiful natural seiting would be destroved by a laree
mining operation. In addition, cumently there are so
few roads that the region qualified for protcetion under
the now discontinued President Clinton’s “roadless
arca” designation. Building roads in wildemess arcas
not only brings m more people, it aften degrades
stream quality and miroduces invasive specics. Up (o
3, (M0 workers are projected to work in this mine,
Whether a new community 15 bult to accommodate
them and their familics or they commuote from
surmounding arcas, their necd for food, shelter, and
other services wall lcave an imprnt on what 15 now an
undeveloped arca.

Besides these gencral concerns about development so
close to the Mational Monument, there are problems
specific to mining whichever method is chosen. Both
open pit mmes and underground tunne] mimes have
toniic maneral by-products and mum-ofT that could afTect
downstrcam water and/or decp aquifers. This maght
affcel threatened salmon and steclhead populations.
Also, the waicrshed drains into the water rescrvoirs for
towns im Cowlitz and Lewis couniies, such as Tonile,
Longview and Kelso. The ncar-constant scismic
activity near Mt 5t. Helens and the possibility of
volcanic eruption would make controlling these
problems more difficult

What can vou do a5 a concemed citizen” Yoo can find
out more about the proposed mine by commg to the
presentation February 6 at 7-:00 pom. in the Stndem
Center of Lower Columbis College. Bvan Hunter of
GrilTord Pinchot Task Force will discuss these and
other environmental concerns, and [daho General
Mines, Inc. has been invited to present its point of
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vicw, You can also wnite a leticr with vour comments

on the proposed lease o the decision makers:

Clamre Lavendcl, Forest Supervisor, Gifford Pinchot
Mational Forest, 10600 NE 51* Circle, Vancouver, WA
Q868 clavendelin fs fed us.

Robert DeViney, Chicf of Lands & Mincral Resources,
BLM Orezon State Office, 333 5W 1° Ave,, Portland,

OR 97204 Roberl_DeViney@or blm,goy.

Tidbits of Avian Trivia
Reprinted from The Avalanche, the newsletter of the
Morth Cascades Audubon Society, Mov/Dec 215

*  Horizontal-flving Percgnne Falcons reach
speeds of 60 miles per hour, while a stooping
Percgning can reach speeds of ap to 200 miles
per hour.

*  Each vear, Arctic Tems travel ngarly 22 000
miles round irip between their wintermg
erounds on Antarctica’s soc flocs and ther
breeding grounds on the Arctic tundra.

*  Onc hommmgbird, the Amethyvst Woodstar,
Naps its wimgs an mcredible 5,400 times per
minule.

*  Bar-headed Geese routinely Ty at nearly
200,000 foot as - the specics migraics over the
Himalavas o its breeding grounds in China,

*  Bristle-thighed Curlews fly 4,500 mibes
nonstop over the Pacific Ocean between
Alnska and the Hawainan [slands,

¢ Emus walk more than 60 miles during
migration.

¢ Many Albatrosses can My For hours and
somctimes days without flapping their wings.

Dreertng Coartesy af Dareed Proes, IWETE
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Programs
See Page 3 for Details
January 18 - Return of Ancient Wings
February & - Proposed Mine Near Mt. 5t. Helens
February 25 - Dragonflies - the Jewels of Our Wetlands
March 16 - A Visit to Bhutan, a Buddhist Kingdom in the Himalayas
April 13 - George Divoky's Arctic Research

Field Trips
See Page 4 for Details
January 22 - Winter Birds at Ridgefield Refuge and Vancouver Lake
February 11 - Elk Meadows Wildlife Area, Jewell, Oregon
March 12 - Ellsworth Creek Preserve near Maselle




